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PURPOSE: To obtain a memory card capable of 
protecting a data within a memory, and foreseeing the 
state of a write protection in the memory card by 
building in a write protection mechanism in the memory 
card, and enabling the state of a write protection switch 
to be read from a main body. 
CONSTITUTION: A write protection switch 41 is 
possessed of a write permitting state and a write 
prohibiting state, and the output of the switch 41 is 
inputted to a write protection circuit as a write 
protection signal, the inverse of WP. To a decoder 42, 
signals ADO, and AD1 which select input/output ports 
within the memory card, and a card select signal CS 
which enables the memory card to operate have been 
inputted. A write signal WR is sent when a write to the 
input/output port within the memory card including a 
write port to a memory chip is performed, and a write 
signal, the inverse of WE, is outputted when it coincides 
with the CS, the ADO, the AD1, (the inverse of WP), and 

the WR. In this way, when the write protection switch 41 is in the write prohibiting state, the 
memory write signal, the inverse of WE, is not outputted, and the write to the memory can be 
prohibited by the write protection switch. 
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